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PM praises tribal health worker's tireless fight
against malaria in his Mann Ki Baat address
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Twenty-seven-year old tibal health worker Jamuna
Mani Singh has been working trlessly for the past fie
years inthe rbal hamlets of the backward Nigin block
in Odisha's Baasore ditit, around 200 km from the
state capia

Singh has been tying to rid the area of malaia, which
is sl reckoned as one of the biggestkilers i the
state

During all these years of hard work, she was honoured
once during an Independence Day function

Butforthis class 9 drop-out, who is motherto a
10-year-old boy, the praise that she received from
Prime Minster Narendra Modi during his Mamn Ki Baat
‘address last Sunday would remain the most
cherished.

Anaccredited social health actvist (ASHA), Jamuna.
Mani sad the prime minster's words of
encouragement woud make her work harder to save.
people from the dreaded disease that had aiso
haunted her own ilage of Tendagaon on the outskirts
of Kuldiha vidife sanchuary.

*Witchcraft and black magic have been prevading inmy.

vilage and s adjoining areas. When people fal i, ey
visitwitch doctors and quacks but won'take medicines  ~Jamuna Mani Singh works with ul dedication t ensure
from genuine doctors. Deaths from diseases ke thatevery child sleeps properl, ke her own.” the PH sad.
malana had become reaularin our area

'ASHA worker Jamuna Mani Singh, ight, s eliciated at an Independence Day function. She saved 36 ives in 2014 and has
resolved ot 0 et a ingle person di of malaria n her vilage
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“But with my consistent efforts to create awareness about malaria, things are beginning to change. Not a single:
malaria death has been reported from our areain last two years,” she said

Jamuna Mani was in her paddy field when her relatives rushed to inform her aboutthe prime minister's mention of
herworkin his Mann Ki Baat address.

With mediapersons ariving in the village, she has tumed into a celebrity overight

Inhis radio address, Modi said that Jamuna Mani had resolved notto allow a single person die of malaria in her
vilage.

*ASHA worker Jamuna Mani Singh viorks with full dedication to ensure that every child sleeps properly like her
own. She fought against malaria and prepared the entire vilage to fight malaria. There vill be S0 many Jamuna
Maris." the prime minister went on to sy

Jamuna Mani's husband Debendra Singh, who is a class 10 drop-out, has been a constant source of support and
inspiration - as well as her bicycle, which is her most trusted comparion

“Whenever | getto know of someone’s ilness, | rush there on my bicycle and persuade the patient to consult
doctors and take proper medicines. If necessary | even accompany patients to the distict headquarters hospital,
she said.

12014, she saved 35 ves.

*She has also been playing a crucial role in making our birth control campaign a success,” said Balasore chief
district medical officer (CDMO) Dr Bhawani Shankar Pani

Though Jamuna Mari, who was made a health workerin 2010, gets a meagre Rs 1,000 as remuneration, it has
failed to dampen her spirits

“Morney is not the only thing important. The safisfaction of being able to help others is a huge reward " said the
health worker, who has becorme an example for others.




